
 



 

 

Political Borders 

The Arctic Ocean and the North Pole are not owned by a single country. 

The Arctic region, defined by the Arctic Council (an intergovernmental 

forum), includes the northern territory of eight countries encircling the 

Arctic Ocean: the United States, Canada, Greenland, Russia, Iceland, 

Sweden, Norway and Finland. 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temperature 

The Arctic can be defined using the 10 degree isotherm weather line. 

An isotherm is a line used on weather, maps to show equal or constant 

temperature. The 10 degree isotherm refers to the point at which the 

average summer temperature, usually in July, doesn’t rise above 10oC 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

Treeline 

The treeline is defined as the point where large trees, such as spruce or pine, can no longer grow 

because of the climate. This can occur at high elevations, on mountains and at latitudes near the 

North and South poles. Generally, the growing season above the treeline is short because the 

climate is too cold and/or permafrost doesn’t allow root systems to grow deep enough to develop. 

The treeline is not a defined, straight line. Instead it is a fuzzy, meandering band, that reflects the 

way climate and microclimate affects living conditions. As you head further north, trees gradually 

get shorter and more spread out until they are no longer supported by the climate. 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Culture 

The Arctic can be defined by the origins of Arctic Peoples’ traditional 

languages. Some of the languages displayed on this map aren’t spoken 

anymore. The map shows where traditional boundaries may have 

been and how traditional Arctic peoples may have defined the Arctic. 

Similar to the political borders definition, the cultural definition 

encompasses regions outside the Arctic Circle. 



 



 

Geographical borders 

The Arctic Circle is defined as the latitude line of 66.33oN. It is the southernmost 

latitude at which the sun remains either above the horizon for 24 hours in the 

summer solstice or below the horizon for 24 hours during the winter solstice. 

 


