5 Exploring the arctic
Early explorer cards

ROALD AMUNDSEN

Born 1872

— Roald Amundsen was a Norwegian sailor and explorer.

— Between 1903 and 1906, Amundsen led a small expedition of six men in a small fishing
vessel, the Gjga, through the Northwest Passage and succeeded where Sir John Franklin had
perished sixty years earlier.

After the second winter, the ice cleared enough for Amundsen to sail past Cambridge Bay into

| - — Amundsen followed a similar route as Franklin, but spent two winters on King William Island.
what is now called the Amundsen Gulf.

o — From there, he sailed to the Bering Strait and out into the Pacific Ocean.

— Four years later, Amundsen travelled to Antarctica and became the first man to reach the

2 South Pole.

- — Amundsen remained a polar explorer throughout his life. In 1926 Amundsen, along with a crew
aboard the dirigible airship, the Norge, was part of the first recorded expedition to reach the North
Pole. Other expeditions had previously claimed to reach the North Pole (e.g. Robert Peary in
1908), but there was a lack of evidence and historians dispute their claims.

— In 1928, while Amundsen was on a rescue mission to recover the crew of another North Pole
expedition, his plane ran into fog above the Barents Sea and disappeared. The plane and the
bodies have never been fOLLnd, despite extensive searching as recently as 2009.

ON THE MAP, LOCATE:

— King William Island (69°N 97°W) where Amundsen spent two winters trying to
achieve a successful Northwest Passage between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans

— Cambridge Bay (69°N 105°W), along the route of the successful Northwest
Passage he eventually took

— Amundsen Gulf (71°N 125°W), which is named after him

— The Bering Strait (66°N 169°W), which connects the Arctic Ocean to the
Pacific Ocean, completing the Northwest Passage

— The North Pole (90°N), which was reached in an airship

— The Barents Sea (75°N 37°E), where his plane is believed to have crashed




